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The compact florescent light bulbs (CFLs) creatively planted on this month’s
premiere issue have become synonymous with the green revolution that is taking
place around the country. This magazine is your ticket to learning and living the
green revolution in Michigan. Learn more by confirming your FREE subscription to
EnergySmarts of Michigan SM and start saving some money.
The green

revolution wants you! See page 17 for details.

Learning and Living Green in Michigan
Start saving energy and money right now!
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elcome to EnergySmarts of Michigansm
magazine, your free ticket to the green revolution.
DTE Energy is introducing this publication as a way
to bring everyone together in the battle to make
our area a leader in energy conservation and green
technology.
Our common goals are clear. To enjoy a clean, healthy
environment and a prosperous tomorrow, we have
to reduce Southeast Michigan’s carbon footprint
while generating new sources of sustainable energy
and green economic opportunities. We must also use
our available resources wisely. That’s an area where
everyone can help. And it’s why we believe that by
working together we can achieve the goal of a truly
green Southeast Michigan.
Quarterly, EnergySmarts of Michigan
will bring you energy conservation
tips that can save you money while
making life in Michigan better for
everyone. These tips will range from
simple lifestyle changes to quick f ixes,
renovation projects and more. We’ll
provide information on energy ef f icient appliances
and keep you up to date on the latest advances in
green technology and green job opportunities. We’ll
also be telling you what local communities are doing
to advance the cause of a greener Michigan.

Online Resources from DTE Energy

	Energy- and money-saving tips, offers, rebates and
programs from the comfort of your home computer
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In this f irst issue of EnergySmarts of Michigan
you’ll f ind information about auditing your energy
use, a review of current alternative energy projects
and resources, some tips for making a personal
dif ference in energy consumption, a review of green
employment opportunities in the area and more.
We hope you enjoy this publication and
choose to continue receiving it compliments
of DTE Energy. You’ll find information on
reserving your free subscription on page 17.
Join the battle to remake Michigan in shades of green
and win our energy independence. The revolution
has begun, and the only acceptable outcome
is total victory.
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Steve Kurmas
President & COO
Detroit Edison

HAPPY EARTHDAY!
40 YEARS OF CELEBRATING THE EARTH
Happy birthday dear Earth, happy birthday to you.
Okay, Earth Day isn’t the earth’s birthday, at least not in a cake-and-candles kind
of way. But it is a day to celebrate our planet and all the living things on it. And
not just a “rah-rah” celebration, but one where we can learn more about our
environment and how to preserve and protect it.
April 22, 2010 will be the 40th observance of Earth Day. The original event was
the brainchild of Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson who was frustrated that
environmental issues did not get the attention they deserved. Of course, this was
back in the 60s, when Vietnam and social unrest dominated the headlines.
Forty years later it is hard to remember when the environment had such a low
profile. But the original Earth Day, and the environmental movement it helped
spawn, dramatically increased our awareness of protecting our natural resources.
The first event put 20 million people in parks, streets and auditoriums, all teaching
and learning about the environment. That first event received enormous media
play and helped change our national attitudes. That led to the creation of the
Environmental Protection Agency, as well as passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water
and Endangered Species Acts. Today, Earth Day is a worldwide phenomenon with
hundreds of millions of people participating worldwide.

Get Involved

Celebrating Earth Day 2010 is a mouse click away. The Internet has thousands
of opportunities — from teach-ins to rallies to things you can do to protect
the environment. “A Billion Acts of Green” (billionactsofgreen.com) even has a
“scoreboard” to track all of the earth-friendly things people are doing.
If you’re a traditionalist and want to make Earth Day a birthday party, that’s fine,
too. Just be sure to use nonpolluting, low-smoke candles.
DTE Energy energy experts will be on hand at the major events listed below
to answer your questions about energy efficiency,
renewable energy programs and more. Come visit us!

• Michigan Earth Day Fest (Rochester, April 23-25)
• Monroe County Earth Day Fair (Monroe, April 24)
• Embracing Our Earth (Bad Axe, April 24)
• Green Street Fair (Plymouth, May 1-2)
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Small actions make a world of difference.
Register your green deeds at

billionactsofgreen.com.

FSC Approved

Printed on recycled paper.
Please be green: Reread, reuse, refer
or recycle this magazine.
Printed in Michigan to support our local economy.
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Five
Things You
Should Always

lifestyles

Recycle

C

hances are you’re already
recycling the basics like
cans, bottles and paper that
is picked up at the curb, but
what about outdated gadgets
and dead batteries — those
things you’re not sure how to
recycle?
The following household items are especially
important to recycle or donate because they
contain materials that can contaminate the
environment if they end up in landfills or the
materials can be easily reclaimed for use in
new products. Remember, your first step is
to always check with your curbside recycling
provider to see what items are acceptable.

1. Electronics
Larger electronics like desktop
computers and smaller ones,
such as cell phones and PDAs,
are recyclable at many retail
stores. (Some charge a fee.)
Many charitable organizations
accept used computer
equipment and televisions for
free. Check online for details.

Learning and
Living Green
in Michigan

• A
 lkaline — Unfortunately, it’s
more difficult to find places to
recycle alkaline (or single-use)
batteries. Try Earth911.com
to f ind drop-of f locations or
BatterySolutions.com to mail
them in. Also, many schools
have recycling programs which
include the recycling of alkaline
batteries. (see story on
page 10).

3. Compact

fluorescent
light bulbs

CFLs should be recycled. For
more information, visit the
Michigan Deoartment of Natural
Resources and Environment at
Michigan.gov/dnr.

2. BATTERIES

4. PLASTIC BAGS

• Rechargeable – From cordless
phones and power tools to
digital cameras and other
gizmos – these items can be
recycled for free at 30,000
drop-off points nationwide.
Enter your zip code at
Call2Recycle.org to find one
near you.

Even if you’ve switched to
reusable bags for your shopping,
you probably have a bunch
left over. Luckily, many stores
now have bins where you can
recycle plastic grocery bags (and
newspaper, dry-cleaning, bread
and sealable food storage bags).

To f ind a drop-of f location near
you, go to PlasticBagRecycling.org
or Earth911.com.

5. Hazardous

substances

Keep in mind that you should
always recycle hazardous
substances such as paint,
pesticides, propane gas tanks and
motor oil at your town’s household
hazardous waste collection events
or at permanent collection centers.
Go to Earth911.com or call
1.800.CLEANUP to f ind collection
sites and events near you.

For additional information, drop-of f
locations and other recycling tips
visit RecycleBank.com.
Recycling one television
prevents four to eight
pounds of lead from being
added to the waste stream.

> Green Lifestyles continued on page 8
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Control Freak
Electronics that continue to draw
power even when turned of f (phantom
power) bleed households of unused
energy. The only solution is to cut
the power from these devices. But
using traditional power strips can be
a backbreaking solution. With Smart
Power Strips all you do is plug in the
main device, like a television, into the
“control” plug and all of the peripheral
devices such as your DVD player and
soundsystem into the “spare” plugs.
When you turn of f your television
the other devices turn of f with it.
(Television recording devices should be
plugged into separate outlets.)
You save energy and money. Now that
is smart!

The Natural
Cleaning Power
of Vinegar
Since vinegar was discovered
more than 10,000 years ago, it has
been a versatile product with many
uses. From culinary and medicinal
to agricultural and horticultural,
vinegar is also an excellent natural
cleaning agent for many household
chores, such as:
• R
 emoving dirt from leather or
vinyl
• Ridding appliances of
grease and grime
• Cleaning and freshening
your refrigerator
• Removing salt stains from
leather shoes and boots
• Removing bumper stickers
and other adhesive items
• Removing hard water stains
from glass and showerheads
• Cleaning and polishing chrome,
stainless steel, brass or bronze

• E liminating mold and mildew
and their odors in the bathroom
• C
 leaning and softening saturated
paintbrushes
• B
 oosting the cleaning power
of inexpensive dishwashing
detergent
• C
 leaning dirt and grime from
windows and mirrors
Natural Window Wash Kit
• Water
• White vinegar
• Lemon juice
• B
 lack and white newspaper
Mix ½ cup of white vinegar to
a quart of warm water. Add 2
tablespoons of fresh or bottled
lemon juice. Spray or sponge clean
the surface and dry with a sheet of
newspaper.
Courtesy of jerrybaker.com.

Phantom power loads cost
households an average of

$200 per year

Study Flash

of unused energy.

Students of all ages have used
flashcards for years as a way to
help them study. Card by card,
however, these 3˝x 5˝ study
tools soon accumulate into
sizable piles. Once they serve
their purpose, they’re thrown in
the trash. Hopefully, our greenminded students will recycle
those cards to minimize their
effect on the environment.
However, using Flashcard
Machine online eliminates the

Sign up for your FREE subscription. See page 17 for details.
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accumulation problem because
the f lashcards are paperless.
Created digitally, these online
f lashcards can be organized,
shuff led or shared with friends.
When done, students can save
them online or remove them
altogether. No paper. No waste.
No problem. Saving time, energy
and money. It’s online and
it’s free.
Visit f lashcardmachine.com.

Five Things You Can Do Right Now
to Save Energy and Money

Green

1. Install new Energy Star qualified CFLs − New compact fluorescent light bulbs

MEANS

use 75% less energy than the old incandescent ones and last 10 time longer.
The paybacks are greenbacks.

2. Turn off the lights − Even though the new CFLs use less energy, no bulb saves

Go

energy like one that is turned off. So when it’s not needed, flip the switch.

3. Pay bills online − There is a stack of green savings here. No check. No stamp.
No envelope. No gasoline to mail in payments. No problem.

4. Turn down heat − Every degree you dial up or down could save 1% to 3% on your
5. Set computer’s energy settings − Set your computer for energy efficiency. It’s

Time, energy, money and gas –
You can save on all of these things en masse.
the greener your car is, the happier you’ll be,
And you can follow these three easy steps for free!

For additional money- and energy-saving ideas visit dteenergy.com/es.

Here are some things you can do to
your car to help reduce the amount of
exhaust and money emptied into the
world:

energy bill. That’s cool savings on a hot topic.

easy. On a PC go to your computer’s “control panel/power options,” and select when
you want your computer to enter energy-saving mode. The savings will compute in
no time.

Enjoy special pricing on Energy Star qualified CFLs —
starting under $0.99 per bulb at participating
retailers. Find one near you by visiting
YourEnergySavings.com/es

Generating
Natural Energy
for Your Body
Natural sources of food that increase your body’s energy are plentiful — as long as you
know what to look for. Consider foods with certain vitamins, minerals and nutrients that
help you maintain a healthy metabolic rate. We list some of Mother Nature’s offerings
here to help keep your engine chugging all day long.
• V
 itamin D – Baked or steamed seafood is a great source as well as magnesium-rich
dark leafy greens like spinach. Consider organic greens and you’ll consume even
higher Vitamin D levels
• Natural

iron – A proper amount of oxygen in our bodies also helps. Lean red meats
and poultry are excellent sources because they are absorbed directly into the body.
Other options are beans, legumes, tofu and baked potatoes
• V
 itamin E – Nuts like raw almonds and sunflower seeds, as well as broccoli and
navy beans
• Z inc – Wheat germ, raw pumpkin seeds, blueberries, spinach, lamb, vegetarian
beans and strawberries
• Enzymes – Raw foods like bananas, avocados and mangoes; also celery and carrots
• Vitamin C – Oranges, kiwi, strawberries, cantaloupe, and red and green bell peppers
• Protein – Eggs, low-fat dairy products, fish, poultry, nuts and beans
• Other – Whole-grain cereals, fresh fruits and vegetables are all good sources, too
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1.

Get inf lated — Tires that are not
inf lated to their optimum pressure
cause more friction against the
pavement — which can account
for up to 15% of the energy it
takes to “getcher motor runnin’”
and “head out on the highway.”

2.

 hed those pounds — The more
S
weight your vehicle is trying to
pull, the more gas your car is
likely to use. “Dump” the weight
by storing things you don’t need
every day back in your own home.

3.

Connect the dots — While we
can’t drive through backyards and
crash into businesses to run all of
our errands, we can plan out our
routes to reduce the amount of
driving and idling time.

Information provided by smart2begreen.com.

READER INVITATION

Do you have an idea on how all of us
can save energy or lead a more
eco-friendly lifestyle?
Just e-mail your ideas to us at
EnergySmartsMI@dteenergy.com

participated. “Schools are def initely
getting on board,” Dunn says “and
it’s win-win for everyone.”

Village

by Terry Hughes

Welcome
Village
Greening
to the

Oakland schoolchildren are Going for the Gold with this Green Program

R

ecycling paper and
batteries. Reusing
newspapers and
magazines. Lowering
the temperature on
hot water heaters. These are steps
many of us take in our homes. But
would you be surprised to discover
that these are things many of our
schoolchildren are doing? Well,
it’s all part of the Michigan Green
Schools Program.
What began as a grassroots
initiative at Hartland High School
in Livingston County in 2005 has
mushroomed into an incredibly

dteenergy.com

popular and successful program in
school districts across the state.
In fact, this ef fort resulted in
Governor Granholm signing Public
Act 146 into law in May of 2006.
Oakland County got on board in
2007.
Debby Dunn, Project Coordinator
for the Capital & Building Projects
and Facility Operation at Oakland
Schools, oversees 28 school
districts in Oakland County and
says 135 schools are participating
in the Michigan Green Schools
Program this year. Last year,
98 public and private schools
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Michael Dillon,
Principal at
Rochester
Hills’ West
Middle School,
agrees. “We
have 900
children at our
school and
they rallied
around the
program ⎯
as did their
families,”
he stated. “The key, from my
perspective, is to heighten
awareness and celebrate going
green. This program is a great f it for
us with our parent community and
our students.”

How does
the program work?
Students in elementary, middle and
high school volunteer for activities
that earn their school a Green,
Emerald or the highest honor, an
Evergreen Award. At the Green level,
they have to perform 10 activities
like recycling paper and printer
cartridges, creating a birdhouse
habitat, establishing a Michigan
garden project with native plants, or
observing Earth Day.
If a school decides to go for the
Emerald or Evergreen Award, it

has to earn f ive to 10 additional
points for activities like recycling
plastic bottles and computers.
Students can create a compost
area that utilizes the school’s food
and waste. Or they can conduct a
waste-free school lunch program.
“The Farmington Public School
district is big on that and it’s a
huge cost savings,” Dunn said. “For
example, they switched over to
plastic baskets with wax paper. The
baskets are easier to clean and the
wax paper is the only trash. Before
they had Styrofoam containers.”
Last year, Rochester Hills’ West
Middle School received an Emerald
Award and is now going for
Evergreen. “The kids just love it,”
says Dillon. “In fact, students
approach me in the cafeteria and
ask what we can do to become
even greener to make a bigger
difference in our school and in
our environment. They’re very
conscious.”

“The key, from my
perspective, is to
heighten awareness
and celebrate going
green. This program is a
great f it for us with our
parent community and
our students.”

Michael Dillon, Principal,
West Middle School

“It’s great competition between
the districts because so many
schools and students are thinking
outside the box and even proposing
their own points,” says Dunn. “For
instance, Hugger Elementary in the
Rochester Community Schools came
up with the idea for the Salmon in
the Classroom Project. They received
a grant from Trout Unlimited for a
50-gallon tank and chiller/f iltration
system. In November, they went
to a hatchery in Beulah where they
> Village Green continued on page 12
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>continued from Village Green page 11

obtained 100-plus salmon eggs. The
students will care for them until
they develop in May, and then they’ll
obtain a permit to release them in
the Clinton River watershed,” Dunn
said. “That’s a great example of going
above and beyond.”

also conducted a home energy audit.
They checked for drafty windows and
checked their homes’ water heaters
and came back to discuss them.
While the program is offered
to students at every level, the
elementary and middle school
children are most enthusiastic. “I
think this will become a way of
life with them,” says Dunn, adding,
“The kids will grow up with these
principles.” Randall agrees and says,
“It’s already a way of life with my
daughter. When we collected the

above and beyond the activity level
will be honored, along with those
who have embraced the program
and who have done more than
expected,” says Dunn. DTE Energy is
one of the sponsors of this event.
What’s in store for the program in
the future? Dunn is conf ident the
participation is only going to get
better. “This is really growing.
By starting at the elementary level,
we’re hoping the kids run with it all
the way through high school and
the rest of their lives.”

Not surprising, Hugger Elementary
is also participating in Storm Drain
Stenciling, a discussion of where our
waterways flow and then labeling all
storm drains on the school property.
It’s just another example of thinking
outside the box for the program.

“I think this will become
a way of life with them.
The kids will grow up
with these principles.”
Debby Dunn, Project Coordinator,
Oakland Schools

Gina Randall was very involved in
West Middle School’s efforts last
year when her daughter was in the
eighth grade. “On Earth Day, the kids
built solar ovens. Later on we took
them outside and baked s’mores,”
she said. “We also collected plastic
water bottles for a week and took all
the containers to a recycling facility.”
Randall stated that one of the
science teachers and the students
OAKLAND Green School Program –
The 2010 Oakland County Award Ceremony is
scheduled for Wednesday, April 28.

For a complete list of participants and winners or
for more information please visit:
oakland.k12.mi.us/MiGreenSchools.

dteenergy.com

plastic water bottles, she already
knew she should be doing that.
We almost have to catch up to
these kids.”
The Michigan Green Schools Program
will be held in April. “We try to have
it as close to Earth Day as we can,”
Dunn says. And speaking of Earth
Day, the Michigan Earth Day Fest will
be held on April 23, 24 and 25, and
all of the top schools from Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties will
be recognized. “Schools that went
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READER INVITATION

Is your community organization,
school, religious institution or
environment group working to
improve the enviornment?
We’d like to know. E-mail us at
EnergySmartsMI@dteenergy.com.
Please include your name and
phone number in case we
need to contact you.

FINDING

ENERGY
SAVINGS
AT HOME

Online

Comprehensive Home Energy Audit

Going online is the most convenient way to analyze your home
energy usage. MyEnergy Analyzer at YourEnergySavings.com/es
is a highly sophisticated tool from DTE Energy that monitors your
individual electric bill and makes suggestions on how you can
reduce costs. You’ll need to register on the site so that the analyzer
can pull up your usage records. Once you enter your address the
site will automatically populate your electricity usage — you don’t
have to enter it manually. Best news is that it’s all FREE!

This is by far the most detailed and sophisticated analysis of your
home’s energy usage. A trained energy auditor may conduct the
following inspections:
• Analyze the thermal shell of the structure
• Analyze insulation performance
• Analyze appliance and furnace operation
• Conduct an infrared vision assessment
• Conduct a blower door test to determine air leakage
• Provide a Home Energy Rating System (HERS)

This system will give you:
• Customized Information – Where your home energy dollars are
being spent. You will see how much you are spending to run
appliances and equipment
• Cost Calculator – To estimate which improvements will give you
the best return on investment
dteenergy.com
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FREE
$
25

energy efficiency kit

By completing the online energy analysis,
MyEnergy Analyzer, you’ll be mailed a
free energy efficiency kit valued at $25.
See page 27 for more detailed information.

room
by Paul Thompson

Y

ou’ve got a very personal stake in
energy conservation — your wallet.
…the first step to saving energy
is to know how much you are
currently using and where the most
critical waste areas are.

For every watt of electricity you don’t use, that’s money
of f your bill. And nowhere will the dollars add up faster
than in your house. In this article we’ll explain how to take
a look at your own home and f ind ways to reduce energy
usage. Although in future issues we’ll examine how to do it
for specif ic rooms in your house, the f irst step to saving
energy is to know how much you are currently using and
where the most critical waste areas are.
The best part of analyzing your energy usage is that there
are plenty of tools and experts who will help you do it. In
fact, DTE Energy of fers two different ways to conduct an
analysis: online or with a comprehensive energy audit.

The audit includes a written report outlining energy savings
along with payback estimates for making specific improvements.
Based on the audit package requested, you may receive
compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL), an optional programmable
thermostat and an energy efficient showerhead and faucet
aerator installed at no additional cost.
The comprehensive audits are competitively priced between
$200 and $600, depending on the size of the house, location and
number of tests conducted. Further, Detroit Edison customers
who have in-home surveys or comprehensive audits can also
take advantage of additional savings — rebates of up to $1,500
for making improvements recommended by their auditor.

use at home, basic to comprehensive, online to in-home, by
yourself or with an expert. It doesn’t have to be hard work and
it’s something everyone can do. In future articles we’ll show you
additional ways to cut costs room by room.
So don’t miss out on a single issue of EnergySmarts of
MichiganSM. Let us know you want to learn more about how to
save energy — and money. Complete the FREE subscription card
on page 17 or visiting us at dteenergy.com/subscribe. It’s easy
and it’s FREE.
For more information on all home energy audit options, please
visit: YourEnergySavings.com/es, then select “My Home”.
For audits, select “Rebates and Of fers”, then “Home Energy
Audit Offers”. For qualif ied auditors, select “Find a Contractor”
Or call 866.796.0512.

Help When You Need It
Saving energy and saving money start at home. DTE Energy
offers you plenty of choices to analyze how much energy you
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by Larry Kaufman

Ask the Expert
Q.

What is the most important tip for energy efficiency?

A.

The single most important tip for reducing your energy bills is to reduce
the air leakage in your house.

Air leaks account for 39% of energy loss. That is far more
than insulation, which accounts for 27%, and windows,
which account for 20% (doors, ceilings, floors, etc.
account for the other 14%).

Put it in perspective with this simple quiz from
Green Built™ Michigan.
Question: If you add 10˝ of insulation
(R 30) to 1,200 square feet of attic,
how much will you save?
Answer: $80 – $90 per year

Most people think that air stays in
their houses for weeks and weeks
(like unwelcome relatives). Not
true. Most houses in Michigan
leak over 80% of the air every hour.
Let me repeat that. Most houses in
Michigan leak over 80% of the air
every hour. Just wave to the money as
it is leaving your house.
The federal government states that ideal air
leakage is 35% per hour. But don’t houses
need to breathe? No — houses don’t need
to breathe, people need to breathe. You
don’t get health issues from too tight
a house until you get under 20%
air leaks per hour and those
can be handled by a ventilation
system. If you have an old house
in Michigan it is virtually impossible
to make it too tight. How do you know
if your house is too tight? If you slam
the front door and the toilet flushes, it’s
too tight. Otherwise, you need to seal
the leaks.

Question: If you reduce the air
leakage from 1.0 to .45 ACPH
(air changes per hour), how much
will you save?
Answer: More than $300 per year
So how do you
stop the air leaks?
Use weather
stripping or
caulking
around the windows and doors.
Caulk or foam all the places in
your bathroom and kitchen where
plumbing goes through the walls. If
cold air is in the walls, it can enter the
house. Caulk or foam your sump pump
and cable TV points of entry into the
house. Install 2˝ foam board in the band
joint/rim joist of your basement. Caulk
or foam in all the leaks and holes in your
basement. Close the fireplace flue and install
a glass door. Install foam sealers in your outlets.

The best news? Not only will you save money, but your house will be more comfortable as well.
Do you have a question for our resident energy expert?
If so, we’d like to know. Simply e-mail Larry at EnergySmartsMI@dteenergy.com.
Larry Kaufman, DTE Energy’s energy expert, has more than 25 years energy and marketing experience.

dteenergy.com
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Here’s how to get

Your FREE Ticket to The Green Revolution
A FREE EnergySmarts of MichiganSM subscription
is yours for the asking.
Joining the green revolution will reward you with savings and an
improved lifestyle. This publication can show you how to get your
share of those rewards. We hope you’ll choose to continue receiving
EnergySmarts of Michigan magazine via e-mailing us today (see below).
The subscription is free, but this special of fer may not last forever.

EnergySmarts of Michigan will keep you informed of green opportunities
in Michigan as well as advances in energy ef f iciency. The magazine will
offer energy conservation tips that can save you money, while explaining
what we’re all doing to make Michigan the nation’s greenest state. Join
our team and help develop solutions. Together, our ef forts will lead to
cleaner, less expensive energy.

It’s Easy and It’s FREE

FREE ENERGY KIT

to the first
subscribers!

100

Conf irm your EnergySmarts of Michigan subscription by visiting us at
dteenergy.com/subscribe or if you prefer f ill out the attached card
below. Future issues can be mailed or linked directly to your e-mail inbox.
This offer is for a limited time, so sign up for your FREE subscription now!

Subscribe to
EnergySmartsof Michigan SM
today and receive an
Energy Efficiency Kit FREE
and start saving energy dollars
right away!
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How Can I
Make a

by Paul Thompson

Difference?
We’d all like to save the environment.

Make global warming go away, save the Brazilian rainforests, run
our cars on something clean. But, what can one person really do?

Actually, quite a bit.
First of all, we can use less energy. That’s about as

basic as the environmental movement gets. Use less of the earth’s
resources and save more of what we have.

But it’s also about the kind of energy being used.

Renewable energy comes from resources that are inexhaustible or
are continually replenished. The sun and the wind aren’t going away
— plus they don’t produce greenhouse gases.

Use Less. Save More.
Be Eff icient.

In this article we’ll describe several initiatives that help reduce
the amount of electricity we use. Plus, we’ll look at
a unique DTE Energy program that helps individuals promote
renewable energy sources.

Use Less. Save More. Be Efficient.

Lights – Did you know that about 20% of a typical home energy bill
goes to lighting? Learn ways to dramatically reduce your lighting costs

The best way you can impact the environment is to reduce your own
personal energy consumption. That means using less and being more
efficient with what you do use.
Some of the advice is obvious and you’ve heard it
before — turn off lights when you leave a room, lower
the temperature on the thermostat in winter — you
know, things your mom told you.
But as energy continues to take a more important role in our lives,
we need to find additional ways to reduce what we use. There’s a
wealth of information available and now DTE Energy has put together
a comprehensive list of energy savings tips to help you at
YourEnergySavings.com/es on the company’s Web site.
You’ll find ways to reduce your energy usage, as well as new
technology that is more energy efficient.

Heating and Cooling – An appropriate topic in Michigan, there’s plenty
of advice on reducing what it costs to heat and treat your home using
the latest high-tech furnace motors and controls
Water Heating, Weatherization –
Finding ways to keep money from
going up the chimney
Visit dteenergy.com/es for an entire
section devoted to saving energy in
your home – see page 26.

For example:
Rebates and Offers – Cash incentives on everything from replacing
your inefficient light bulbs to buying programmable thermostats

dteenergy.com

Energy Star – The government will help you choose your next energysaving appliance – from showerheads to clothes dryers to everything
in between
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Alternative Energy

Let the Sun Shine In

Alternative Energy

Okay, you like the idea of using renewable energy. Except you need
an alternative option to a wind turbine, and solar panels seem a bit
ambitious, at least for now. You can still be part of the renewable
energy movement thanks to DTE Energy’s GreenCurrentsSM program.
By paying a small premium on your electric bill you help develop
alternative, clean energy. Your contribution will not only reduce
pollution, but will also spur economic development with the creation
of jobs in these new renewable technologies.
A typical Detroit Edison customer who offsets all of their electrical
use with GreenCurrents will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by
about 10,000 pounds a year. That’s the equivalent of not driving your
car for a whole year.
For as little as $2.50 per month, you can be part of the future of
renewable energy by participating in the GreenCurrents program.
You not only help fund renewable energy resources, but also will
receive up to 100 kilowatt-hours of renewable energy — all for less
than a cup of cappuccino! Visit GreenCurrents.com/es.

Recycle your Way to
Green Citizenship

Let the Sun Shine in

The other option now available can help you further demonstrate
your commitment to protecting our earth by installing a solar energy
system to power your home or business.
The SolarCurrents™ program offers Detroit Edison customers
financial incentives that may make the cost of a solar system fit
your budget. This program will give customers who install a solar
photovoltaic system cash back. In addition, you will receive a credit
on your energy bill for the next 20 years. And that doesn’t include
federal tax credits, net metering credits, or any local incentives that
may further reduce your investment. Visit the SolarCurrents Web
site at dteenergy.com/sc to use our solar calculator to help you
estimate your investment/payback. The Web site also provides
step-by-step guidance on how to apply for the program.
> My Energy continued on page 26
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Alternative

currents
by Paul Thompson

Alternative Energy – Our State’s New Way of Doing Business!

1.

2.

Wind Power

Solar Power

There is no shortage of ideas on how to

improve this country’s energy system. We

need more renewable energy sources to sustain our
natural energy reserves. They need to be clean — we’ve
got to take care of Mother Earth. They’ve got to be safe
— that almost goes without saying. They have to be
practical — not in theory, but in reality, please. And, how
about the cost? They can’t be too expensive.

own trade-offs. And all of these new technologies are
gaining a foothold in the state of Michigan.

So, what does all of this mean to you, the consumer?
Ideally it will eventually mean that every time you turn
on your light switch you’ll be drawing clean, renewable
power, thus conserving resources and making a positive
mark on the environment. In addition, together as a state,
we will redefine who we are and what our future will be.
Of course these aren’t answers to our energy situation, Michigan will diversify, create new jobs and boost state
only goals. The truth is there is no one answer, but a lot and local economies.
of different answers, each with its own advantages, its
dteenergy.com
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Here are the top four new energy sources, ranked in their potential importance to the state:

1. Wind Power

2. Solar Power

Sometimes the old can be the new. Ultimately, all energy on earth
Just as farmers used to employ windmills
to grind grain, modern wind turbines turn comes from the sun. Science has
wind into electrical energy. And wind power
in this country is spreading like, well, a
hurricane. The Department of Energy says
wind projects accounted for 42% of new
electric-generating capacity in the U.S. in
2008 and that wind now accounts for nearly
2% of the country’s electric supply.

As the windiest state east of the Mississippi,
Michigan is well situated for this growth.
Two and a half years ago Michigan had
only 3 megawatts (MW) of wind-generated
electrical capacity, compared to 150 MW
today. Ultimately, according to DTE Energy’s
Grady Nance, Manager, Renewable Energy
Development & Technology, that capacity
could reach 2,000 MW by 2015.

long tried to convert this “free” power to
practical use, but finding an affordable way
to do that has been a challenge. Increased
interest in energy, coupled with extensive
government incentives has prompted
significant growth in solar energy. Solar
power is proving especially popular on
the small scale because it is practical for
homeowners and businesses to generate
their own electricity from the sun.

Thermal solar power systems use the
sun’s rays to heat water. Photovoltaic (PV)
systems convert sunlight into electricity.
The systems contain cells made of silicon
semiconductors similar to those used in
computers. When the sunlight hits the
cells, it knocks electrons loose from their
atoms. Those electrons then flow through
the material to produce electricity. These
systems cut electricity costs, no doubt,

but the challenge has been recovering the
initial investment in a timely manner. It can
take more than a decade for such a system
to pay for itself.
DTE Energy’s SolarCurrents™ can
dramatically shorten that payback period
for PV systems. Not only will you get
a generous payment upon installation,
but also a credit on your bill for up to 20
years. And that doesn’t include federal
tax incentives (see dteenergy.com/sc)
Michigan’s resources — human and natural
— are a huge potential for solar growth.
The state’s engineering community and
technical support are attracting major solar
manufacturers. Just outside Saginaw is one
of the world’s largest natural deposits of
silicon — a key component of solar cells.

3.

4.

Biomass

Hydrogen

DTE Energy is following the wind. The
company has acquired wind development
easements for about 75,000 acres in
Huron County to establish wind farms.
These easements have been popular with
farmers.
DTE Energy expects construction to begin
next year on a new wind park that will
become operational in 2012.

For more information on
alternative energy programs,
please visit:
YourEnergySavings.com/es,
then select “My Home.”
For GreenCurrentsSM and
SolarCurrentsTM, select
“Products/Programs” tab on top

3. Biomass
It may not be glamorous, but
garbage is a significant alternative
energy producer. Landfills produce

gases — carbon dioxide and methane,
powerful greenhouse gases that damage
the earth’s atmosphere. DTE Energy

> Alternative Currents continued on page 22
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> Alternative Currents continued from page 21

captures that methane and converts it to
a renewable source of energy to generate
steam, electricity, fuel for industrial
processes and pipeline gas.

Hydrogen Technology Park is a working
prototype that produces enough hydrogen
gas to power a small office complex and
three fuel cell vehicles per day.

Since 1995, the company has produced
enough fuel to replace 17 million barrels
of foreign oil. The actual potential is much
greater. Of the 7,000 or so landfills in the
U.S., only about 400 convert their waste
gas into energy.

Small scale? Of course, but experimental
projects like this one, using government,
university and industrial resources, are the
kind of strategic thinking that will make
today’s dreams tomorrow’s technology.

Another electrical biomass source is cow
manure. Really. North American Biofuels,
a specialist in turning common waste
products into energy, has an “anaerobic
digester” in Elsie (near Lansing) that turns
cow manure into electricity. DTE Energy
makes it available to consumers through
the GreenCurrentsSM program.

4. Hydrogen
Hydrogen is the earth’s most
abundant element and some
scientists see it as a long-range
source of significant power. This

isn’t going to happen short term, but
the potential is very big. The DTE Energy

Don’t
miss out
on a
single issue.

Let us know you want to learn more
about alternative sources of energy
by f illing out the free subscription
card (see page 17) in this magazine,
or by visiting us at

dteenergy.com/subscribe
It’s easy and it’s FREE.

The Future’s … YOURS
Finding new sources of energy is
going to be a very important part
of our lives and our children’s
and grandchildren’s lives. To

be “energy responsible” we need to
stay informed on how to conserve
resources and reduce what we contribute
individually to greenhouse gases — our
so-called “carbon footprint.” This article
took a very broad brush to the alternate
energy canvas. In future issues, we’ll be
exploring specific alternative sources of
energy, and the direct impact they have
on your life, your family and your job. We’ll
look at how this technological revolution
will affect the environment, our state’s
economy and the creation of new green
jobs — all with an emphasis on what it
means to you as a consumer as well as
what it means to our state.

Money
The Color of

collar
by Paul Stenquist

With plenty of motivation and the right mix of people and resources,
Michigan may soon be home to a wealth of “green-collar” employment opportunities.

F

rom the shores of Lake Michigan
to the waters of Huron and St. Clair,
Michigan’s farms and forests turn a
brilliant shade of green every spring.

Now, at the dawn of a new
decade, Michigan is turning
green in a different way.

This time it’s not just the
landscape that’s taking on
a fresh new look — it’s,
the workforce. Given the
state’s rapid embrace of
new green technologies,
substantial economic
opportunities await those
who are prepared to seize
the moment. From energy
efficiency and renewable
energy, to clean
transportation, alternative
fuels, planet friendly
agriculture, natural
resource management, pollution
prevention and environmental
cleanup, Michigan is going green.
After several years of poor economic
news, our home state is taking a
leadership role in the battle to achieve
energy independence and clean up
the planet.

Why Michigan?
The loss of manufacturing jobs in
Michigan has certainly provided

motivation for a move toward a
new economy, but that’s not the
only factor driving the state’s embrace
of emerging technologies. With a

Michigan boasts a strong supply chain
that is capable of providing high-tech
components for a variety of industries.
Finally, Michigan is home to a welleducated workforce that is ready to
willingly accept new technologies.

Opportunities
According to the Michigan
Department of Energy, Labor
and Economic Growth, greencollar jobs in the state are most
abundant in five areas. Given the
history of the automotive industry
in the state, it’s not surprising
that the largest number of

current green-collar jobs
— approximately 40% of
the total — are in the areas
of clean transportation
and fuels. Another 25% are
strong manufacturing and agriculture
base, Michigan is well positioned to
take advantage of new opportunities.
Abundant natural resources make the
state a natural choice for leadership in
emerging industries. What’s more,

related to energy efficiency.
This category includes a variety of
technologies such as home heating
and cooling, home construction and
building renovation. Agricultural fields
and natural resource conservation
efforts comprise 13% of the total,
while pollution prevention and
environmental cleanup claim an equal
amount.
> Green Collar continued on page 24
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> Green Collar continued from page 23

Renewable energy production, which includes technologies
like solar and wind energy, now claims only 9% of the
green-collar Michigan jobs. But given
increased development in this area,
that share is likely to increase
significantly in the years to come.
The state-sponsored study cited
above reports that nearly 1,900
renewable energy production jobs
were added from 2005 to 2008 — an
increase of approximately 30%. More are undoubtedly
coming.

Education and Preparation
Some of the best green-collar jobs require the
same kind of solid educational foundation that’s
always been the norm in the upper echelons of
the working world. Those entering college or getting

in grants to help prepare workers for jobs in renewable
energy. More than 25% of these funds will go toward the
retraining of auto industry workers, primarily in Michigan,
Ohio and Indiana.
While well-educated, highly skilled job seekers will
find considerable opportunity in Michigan’s emerging
green economy, green and green-related occupations
cover a broad spectrum. A substantial number of
production and support jobs will
become available as well, and
qualifications for some of these
will be modest. Many entry-level
jobs will require only a high
school education.

Rewards
According to the Michigan Department of Labor,
green-collar jobs offer bigger rewards than
equivalent positions in other industries. Its study

ready to choose a major would do well to consider
opportunities in emerging fields. Biology, chemistry,
physics and other science
majors are good preparation for
many green-collar jobs, as are
architecture, marketing, finance
and engineering.

found that 13 of the top 15 green-related industries pay
more than comparable employers in other areas. Ten of
these are at least $100 per week above the average.

Narrower fields of study like
environmental engineering,
electrical engineering, natural
resource management and
waste management are good
preparation for certain green-collar jobs. However, because
most of these emerging technologies are in a constant
state of flux, expect employer-sponsored training to play
a large role in the green-collar job environment. That
translates into opportunities for teachers and training
specialists.
Because specialized training is key to
the success of green enterprises
and the creation of new
jobs, the U.S.
Department
of Labor is
awarding
$100
million
24

But financial gain isn’t the only plus that comes with
going green. Being part of an exciting new endeavor is a
challenge that many relish. What’s more, the satisfaction
that comes with doing one’s part to make Michigan
and the planet cleaner, leaner and more productive is
something that many will find at least as rewarding as
monetary gain.
In future issues of this magazine, we’ll take a closer look
at specific green-collar jobs and talk to some Michigan
residents who are helping to grow our new economy.
Although our state has taken more than its fair share of
economic blows during last couple of years, the future is

beginning to look brighter, in shades of green.

READER INVITE:

If you have recently accepted a green-collar job, we’d like to hear from
you. Simply send us an e-mail at EnergySmartsMI@dteenergy.com,
subject line: Green Jobs and include a brief description of what
you do and how and when we can contact you.

Green-Collar
Opportunities
So you’re ready to join the new
economy and earn that green
collar. Now is a great time to
start looking for a position. A
number of Web sites provide
education opportunities and job
listings for various green-related
industries. The jobs cited below
are just examples of what were
available at press time, but new
opportunities are opening up every
day. A bit of research may well
turn up a job that’s exactly right
for you.
EDUCATION:

Michigan Higher Education Programs
michigan.gov/.../CIS_EO_Energy_
Higher_Education_174268_7.pdf

dteenergy.com

Environmental CAREER.com
environmentalcareer.info/
We searched for Michigan jobs on this
web site and found a Midland listing
for a Strategic Marketing position in
green construction.

Opportunities in Alternative Energy
Technical Training in Architecture,
Energy Efficiency, Skills, Facilities
Management and Urban Planning.
Wayne State University
egn.wayne.edu/page.php?id=1505
Offers Alternative Energy curriculum
and degree programs.

EHSCareers.com
ehscareers.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/
jobsearch
Here we found a listing for a Safety
and Ergonomics Project Engineer in
Farmington Hills, Michigan.

JOB SEARCH:

DTE Energy Careers
dteenergy.com/jobs
Find energy job opportunities at
DTE Energy.

sustainjobs.com
sustainjobs.com/
This site yielded a listing for a
Program Director at an environmental
sustainability institute in Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

Clean Techies Job Board
cleantechjobs.cleantechies.com/a/
jobs/find-jobs
Entering an Oakland County zip code
and the word “solar” in the search
boxes yielded four solar-energyrelated jobs within 25 miles.

Jobs in Wind Power
jobsinwindpower.jobamatic.com/a/
jobs/find-jobs
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Wind-Project Development Engineer,
Alternative-Energy Engineering
Specialist and Director of RenewableEnergy Finance were among Detroit
metro jobs listed.
greenjobsearch.org
greenjobsearch.org/
Within 25 miles of a Metro Detroit
zip code we found positions for a
Water Simulation Engineer, Senior
Vehicle Electronics-System Engineer
and Waste-Management Sales
Representative.

You’ll find a master list at
tinyurl.com/yglobzv.

> My Energy continued from page 19

Recycle Your Way to Earn Your Green
Citizenship

What’s Online @ DTEENERGY

If you’re really committed to being green,
you’ve got to apply an environmental
mindset to your daily living. Besides using

less and being more energy efficient, there’s
another important commitment you need to make
— recycling. Contributing waste plastic and glass
utilizing you local curbside recycling program is the
obvious step, but there’s a lot more. Read labels and
use recycled materials. Step back from our “throwaway” society and look for ways to repair items
instead of replacing them.
Got an old refrigerator or freezer that’s just begging
for the scrap heap? Replacing that relic won’t just
save money on your next energy bill it may put
cash in your pocket. Replace your old refrigerator
or freezer and you will qualify for a $40 rebate from
DTE Energy. Not only that, the appliance will be
picked up for you. Old room air conditioners and
dehumidifiers qualify for a $20 rebate. Of course
while saving energy makes us good citizens, let’s not
forget the most tangible benefit — saving money.
For every bit of energy we don’t use, that’s cash that
stays in our pocket.

Energy conservation is something we
all can do, and future issues of EnergySmarts

of Michigan SM will explore each of these topics in
greater detail, providing you with the information
to make good environmental decisions. In the next
issue we’ll look at specific ways to be more energy
efficient and reduce what we use. Don’t miss out on
a single issue. Let us know you want to learn more
about how you can be “green.” Complete the free
subscription card on page 17 or e-mail us at
dteenergy.com/subscribe. It’s easy and it’s FREE.

What Happens to My Refrigerator?
DTE Energy will recycle appliances it collects. Based on
30,500 refrigerators, recycling will:
• Reclaim more than 90,000 pounds of
aluminum, enough to make more than 2.5
million aluminum cans
• Remove emissions equal to 61,000 cars for
a year
• Prevent 300,500 pounds of foam insulation
from ending up in landfills, a pile that would
be more than a story high covering an entire
football field

DTE ENERGY HOME TOUR
Saving Energy One Room at a Time
By far the most colorful and fun way to improve your home’s
energy usage is with the Home Tour on the DTE Energy Web site.
This unique graphic display provides room-by-room descriptions on
ways to reduce energy costs. Choose any room in the house and
you’ll see a series of color-coded icons for “no cost,” “low cost”
and “long-term” energy savings solutions. Click on the appropriate
icon and discover ways to save energy and reduce the cost of your
electric bill.
For example, in the kitchen there is one of each icon shown.
NO COST – Keep coils and condenser area free of dust so your
refrigerator will operate ef f iciently.

LOW COST – Install faucet aerators to reduce water use and save
hot water. Fix leaky faucets.

LONG
TERM – Go with the ENERGY STAR label. An ENERGY STAR
refrigerator will use at least 20% less energy than a conventional
model.
The Home Tour is not something to use just once. The site is
seasonal, so you’ll get different tips depending on the time of year.
To view the Home Tour Demo, please visit:
YourEnergySavings.com/es, then select “My Home”.
Select “Tour the House”
Then select the room of your choice to f ind
energy saving solutions.

Through Your Energy Savings program, about 95% of the
materials used in each refrigerator or freezer will be recycled
and the toxins and ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbon gases
from foam insulation will be safely disposed of.

dteenergy.com
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watt’s
online @ DTEENERGY.com

MyEnergy Analyzer

The First Step in Conserving Energy and
Saving Money
At DTE Energy, we want to help you reduce your energy
dependence while saving you money. That’s why we’ve
created MyEnergy Analyzer, a Web-based interactive
tool that can help you analyze your energy use and show
you how to lower your energy bills, conserve resources
and reduce your carbon footprint. No ordinary list of
recommendations, this FREE online program can actually
pull data from your energy bill history and analyze it with
regard to the appliances and devices used in your home
— all from your computer in the comfort of your home.
MyEnergy Analyzer is
a FREE online energy
audit from DTE Energy
that helps you save
energy and money from
your computer in the
comfort of your home.

Complete a
FREE online home
energy audit and
receive an
Energy Efficiency Kit
by mail absolutely

FREE

(a $25 value).

MyEnergy Analyzer is simple to use. After accessing data
from your last two years of energy bills, the interactive
program will ask you questions specif ic to your home.
By entering certain information such as the number of
rooms, heating and cooling system specif ications and
the appliances used, you’ll create a customized energy
prof ile. MyEnergy Analyzer will then compare that prof ile
to your actual energy use.
Your energy analysis will tell you how much it costs to
operate various appliances and systems and will make
recommendations to help you save energy. It will also
tell you just how much money you can expect to save.
As you implement these recommendations, MyEnergy
Analyzer will allow you to compare bills and chart your
progress in the months that follow. It will also compare
your usage with similar homes based on the information
you supply using similar benchmarks of other homes so
you can see how your energy usage stacks up.
Knowing where your energy dollars are going is the first
big step to a less-expensive, healthier and sustainable
future.
For big savings and a greener Michigan go to
YourEnergySavings.com/es and put
MyEnergy Analyzer to work for you.

Michigan is going green.
We hope you’ll come along.

27

More Online Resources
You’ll f ind information on all of the topics
listed below at dteenergy.com/es:
- Rebates and special offers
- Energy ef f icient lighting guide
- Voluntary renewable energy program
- Energy saving demos and calculators
- Appliance recycling program
- New construction incentives
- Finding a quality contractor
- How to f ind energy ef ficient appliances
- Heating and cooling tips
- Insulation guide
For more information on
MyEnergy Analyzer, please visit:
YourEnergySavings.com/es,
then select “My Home”, then
MyEnergyAnalyzer.
For additional audit options,
select “Rebates and Offers”,
then “Home Energy Audit Offers”.

Saving

Energy
Kitchen:
in the

Now You’re

Cooking!
Here are some easy, energy-saving
tips for the biggest energy center in
your home — the kitchen.

1. Ovens: The smaller the oven, the less energy used

in cooking, so choose the smallest appliance for
your task. In reheating that pizza, a toaster oven
makes sense. They’re fast, inexpensive, and a great
alternative to heating up a large oven.

2. Keep it Clean: Clean surfaces maximize the amount
of energy reflected toward your food. A carbonencrusted oven is inefficient, so keep it clean and
reflect heat where it belongs. With conventional gas
or electric ovens, self-cleaning models are more
energy efficient because they have more insulation.
But if you use the self-cleaning feature more than
about once a month, you’ll end up using more
energy with the feature than you’ll save from the
extra insulation.

3. Don’t Peek: Don’t keep opening the oven door — it
can lower the internal temperature by 25 degrees.
Use a timer and your oven window to check the
progress.

4. Use the Right Pan for the Right Job: If you’re

reheating a few servings of spaghetti sauce, use the
smallest pan possible and spend time heating your
food — not the pan.

Thinking about reheating last night’s

leftover pizza? If so, will you use the oven
or the toaster oven? Are you making a
frozen entrée? If you are, do you choose
your microwave or the oven? Usually,
several appliances can handle tasks like
these, but which one you choose could
have a big impact on how much energy —
and money — you save.

5. Flame On! If you’re using a gas range, set the flame
so it’s smaller than the pan bottom — you don’t
want fire heating the side of the pan. On an electric
cooktop, pick the heat element that matches your
pan size.

6. Keep a Lid on It: Covered pots retain heat and cook
food quicker, whereas uncovered pots transfer heat
directly into your living space. Also, use the right
cookware. In baking, glass and ceramic products
conduct and retain heat better than metal.

7. Use Residual Heat: Power off your oven or electric

cooktop top a few minutes before your food is
finished cooking or the recipe indicates. They’ll stay
hot enough to complete the process.

8. Don’t Preheat: Unless a recipe specifically calls for
preheating, it’s usually unnecessary.

9. Use Your Microwave: That frozen entrée? Not only
is a microwave faster, it’s the undisputed energy
champion. Buy a microwave cookbook —
the possibilities will surprise you.

There are numerous ways to save energy in your
kitchen, and a little effort reaps big rewards. In future
issues, we’ll tell you how to prepare delicious, energysaving meals in your slow cooker, pressure cooker,
or microwave. We’ll talk about the healthy, energysaving Raw Food movement. We’ll chat about why
“Going Local” helps save energy and is good for local
economies.

Terry Hughes is a marketing professional, a graduate of Schoolcraft Culinary Arts and a lover of food and wine.
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cur-mudg-eon [ker-muhj-uhn] noun
a bad-tempered, difficult, cantankerous person.

curmudgeon

“I was born skeptical.”
For me it isn’t whether
the glass is half full or
half empty; I have serious
doubts as to whether
there’s even a glass.
That natural cynicism grew exponentially in
my early days in journalism. Reporters are
trained to cut through all the hype and f ind
the facts. That process of sorting through all
the claims and counterclaims on a journey
to some version of the truth will add a few
notches to any cynic’s belt.
And then there’s the age factor. The older I
get, the more suspicious I get. I can’t tell you
how many times I have seen announcements
of fantastic new programs, stunning
innovations and breakthrough technology that
somehow, well didn’t exactly live up to their
billing. I admit it — I’m a curmudgeon. And
proud of it.
My skeptical nature is getting a real workout
these days with the world’s obsession with
the environment. Every time I turn around
there’s another study showing the effects
of global warming or how global warming
is a myth. How hybrid technology is the
vehicle power of the future. Or is it electric?
No, hydrogen. All of the above? None of the
above? I’m confused. But then, aren’t we all?
Adding to that confusion is the way corporate
America is jumping on the environmental
bandwagon. It seems just about every

company has a “green” strategy with products
that will cut energy usage, reduce emissions
and recycle waste. Pardon my innate
skepticism, but it all can’t be true, can it?
Then there’s the money factor. I’m supposed
to shell out hard-earned dollars for these
products? Don’t get me wrong, I want to
protect the environment, but I don’t want to
go broke doing it.
This is where the energy story hit home
personally. My non-curmudgeon wife decided
to replace our old light bulbs with new
compact fluorescent lights (CFL). I objected
vehemently. We have perfectly good light
bulbs now, I reasoned. When one of them
burns out, we can put in the new versions.
Replacing them now would be a waste. That’s
when my wife pointed out that
the new bulbs last up to 10 times
longer and save up to $44 over
the life of each bulb. My
wife’s logic is one of the
reasons we’ve been married
so long.
That story is really what’s
behind this magazine. Find the
facts to help you make energy
choices in your daily living.
There’s a lot of information
out there and we’ll do our
best to present it to you in a
way that’s most helpful to you.
It’s an exciting concept, except
for the fact that curmudgeons
don’t get excited.

Paul Thompson is a veteran Detroit area freelance writer. He has extensive experience as a news reporter and has written for
a variety of publications and corporations. He is an independent writer.
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ust as the doctor x-rays your body to see what’s really going on inside, a thermal image (taken as

part of some comprehensive energy audits) can detect heat loss in a house. The red images show
extreme heat loss while the darker colors indicate better insulation. Note the red around the windows.
The roof shows there is some insulation in the attic, but definitely room for improvement. We’ll explore
infrared snapshots and other benef its with the home energy audit in a future issue.

Got an interesting photo of green energy at work or
one that showcases our beautiful Michigan environment
worthy of gracing this page?

Photgraph provided by: WARM Training Center
Providing Sustainable, Affordable Communities Since 1981
warmtraining.org

dteenergy.com

Send it to us at EnergySmartsMI@dteenergy.com
and we’ll take a looksie.
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Your Ticket to
The Green Revolution
has arrived!
Through independent research, we have
identified an audience of 50,000 energy conscious
and environmentally friendly consumers
right here in Southeast Michigan.
Join DTE Energy and reach out
to this growing and important market segment
with EnergySmarts of MichiganSM magazine.
For more information, contact

Dan Kelterborn
at

(248) 880-1064

dan.kelterborn@mktlinks.com

Michigan is going green.
We hope you’ll come along.
EnergySmarts of Michigan sm is published by DTE Energy

1.800.999.8468

michiganglasscoatings.com

